
Telling people what we do 

Much of the research by 
C S I R O is concerned with 
understanding the environ
ment and learning to manage 
it. Today C S I R O is exploring 
the sea, monitoring the 
atmosphere, and studying the 
components of land use 
planning—to mention just a 
few things. We are also 
becoming more involved in 
urban problems. 

Science does not exist 
in a social vacuum; it must 
interact with the situations 
and problems of the world in 
which we live. The fact 
that C S I R O is looking 
more and more at 
environmental matters reflects 
the need for more research 
in this field. 

C S I R O does not make the 
decisions on how 
environmental matters should 
be managed. This is the role 
of governments, private 
industries, and people in 
many walks of life. However, 
to do this effectively they 
need ready access to existing 
scientific knowledge. I believe 
C S I R O should let them 
have the facts it has to 
offer, in a lucid and 
balanced way. 

Ecos plans to do this. 
I hope you will find it of 
interest and value. 

Ecos describes C S I R O research findings of relevance to our environment. Related find
ings by other bodies are included where necessary to give perspective to C S I R O work. 
Stories are based on reports, published research papers, and information obtained 
by interviewing scientists. 

Technical inquiries should be sent to the C S I R O Divisions concerned. All other cor
respondence should be addressed to: Senior Writer, Ecos, P.O. Box 225, Dickson, 
A.C.T. 2602. 

People asking to be placed on the mailing list should state both the name of their 
organization and their official title. 

The two quarterlies Ecos and Rural Research are produced by a writing group in 
C S I R O ' s Agricultural and Biological Sciences Branch at Head Office. 

Writers: Brian Woodruff (senior writer), David Horwood, Brian Lee, Robert Lehane, 
and James Lumbers. 
Editorial assistance: Yvonne Roberts. 

Designer: Willem Bloem. 

Credits: Photographs by Wilf Alvey, Gordon Shrubb, Ederic Slater, Robert Story, 
Australian Information Service, Bureau of Mineral Resources, and Victorian 
State Electricity Commission. Other pictures came from the people and 
organizations mentioned in the stories. Cartoons by John Wedlick. 
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