
At a specially convened trans-Tasman
summit held on 13 June in Brisbane,
Australian Environment Ministers and
company CEOs acknowledged that a
bolder, more urgent pursuit of sustain-
ability initiatives is essential to underpin
Australia’s future growth, prosperity and
quality of life.

Chiefs from 20 leading companies
engaged with government and industry to
discuss the case for sustainability, and
agreed that a plan of action would be devel-
oped over the next year to identify specific
initiatives through which business and
government can increase sustainability.

The meeting also highlighted that
although it is ten years until the next World
Summit on Sustainable Development, this
is not a long time in the context of making
the changes needed to build on the
outcomes of the 2002 Summit to improve
business sustainability.

A small working group of CEOs and
senior Commonwealth and State Officials
will be appointed to commence work on the
action plan and will also develop recom-
mendations for Environment Protection
and Heritage Council Ministers to promote
sustainability to industry more broadly.

The Ministerial Business Sustainability
Summit was hosted by the Queensland
Minister for Environment, Mr Dean Wells,
on behalf of the Environment Protection
and Heritage Council (EPHC), and chaired
by the Federal Minister for the Environment
and Heritage, Dr David Kemp.

The Summit agreed that Governments

alone cannot achieve sustainability, and
that all sectors of society should be encour-
aged to incorporate environmental
concerns into both their long-term visions
and their day-to-day practices.

‘Today we have laid important ground-
work for fostering cooperation and devel-
oping the necessary partnerships that will
enable this to occur,’ Dr Kemp said.

Business in particular was acknowledged
as having an important role in promoting
sustainability, because of its capacity to
provide innovative, practical and cost-
effective solutions to environmental 
problems. The challenge for governments 
is how to harness the experience and
expertise of business to capture the benefits
of sound environmental management.

CEOs acknowledged that operating
sustainably not only improves the environ-
ment and community but can also
improve profitability.

A number of key drivers towards business
sustainability were identified 
at the meeting, including the need for:

• a regulatory environment that promotes
sustainability;

• continuing government/industry part-
nerships to support innovative technolo-
gies and solutions to threats to
sustainability;

• industry disclosure of environmental,
social and economic impacts and
improved corporate governance;

• better education for consumers and
business owners on the impact of their
consumption and production decisions;

• promotion of ‘sustainability success
stories’ to inform businesses that eco-
efficiencies can add to profitability;

• governments and all levels of industry to
play a leading role in promoting sustain-
ability;

• governments to be mindful of their role
as purchasers;

• improved information flows through
supply chains to increase efficiencies of
production;

• a channel of communication between
EPHC and industries with a commit-
ment to sustainability;

• governments to have regard to industry
sustainability measures in place in deal-
ing with industry; and

• open dialogue between business and
government to ensure the changes
needed to increase sustainability are
practical, cost-effective and achievable.

‘It is pleasing to see many more compa-
nies coming on board and realising it can
be a boon, rather than a burden for busi-
ness,’ Dr Kemp said.

Ministers and CEOs will meet again in
12–18 months to monitor progress and
identify new approaches to promoting
sustainability.
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Government and business
agree on an action plan
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The USIS Group, an Australian company,
has launched the Unique Steam Induction
System which bolts on to a regular
combustion engine creating a low-cost,
water/petroleum hybrid vehicle.

Steam induced during the combustion
process makes engines run a leaner mix of
fuel and oxygen. In a standard 6-cylinder,
2-litre sedan, petrol consumption is

reduced by 42%, range is increased by
75%, and torque by 20%. Emissions are
greatly improved because of a higher
oxygen content in the exhaust. USIS claim
their unit’s low cost and direct applicabil-
ity for manufacturers can help nations
immediately meet emissions targets.
www.usinduction.com

Instant low emission cars

The USIS unit generates a low emission
steam exhaust.
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Leaders recognise sustainability's three
interdependent influences.
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