Reviews

A new view of environmental politics

Renegotiating the Environment
is a progressive and thought-
provoking book pitched at
influencing the contemporary
arena of environmental negoti-
ation in Australia.

It is good to see an accessi-
ble, case-study based title that
tries to assist our progress on
key environmental issues by
aiming to improve the effi-
ciency of the critical political
mechanics which often have to
come before practical solutions.

Authors Jenny Stewart and
Grant Jones argue for a
refreshed view of political self-
interest, suggesting that, rather
seeing it as an impediment,
managers should learn to
acknowledge, understand and
use politics to generate better
outcomes.

Better environmental

governance, they suggest, can
be achieved through an
evolutionary process — rather
than attrition — where there is a
new understanding of political
negotiation allowing the energy
and interests of groups and
individuals to be harnessed,
rather than stifled, to achieve
more consensual, robust
outcomes.

Case study areas include
water sharing and management,
forestry and regional forest
agreements, and urban devel-
opment negotiations. There are
also comprehensive chapters
articulating more effectiveness
in environmental governance
and related public sector
management.

Professor Andrew Parkin,
Editor of the Australian Journal
of Political Science acknowledges

the relevance of Renegotiating
the Environment, saying, ‘By
perceiving within environmen-
tal conflict the opportunity for
creative environmental gover-
nance, Stewart and Jones offer
managers, policy-makers and
activists the prospect of finding
avenues for negotiating positive
outcomes. The book also gently
but convincingly challenges
common philosophical percep-
tions of environmental conflict.
It ‘is clearly written and is
reassuringly uncluttered by
ideological presumptions. I
recommend it strongly to
managers, practitioners,
activists on all sides of the
debate, researchers, students
and engaged citizens — indeed to
anybody interested in moving
forward towards an environ-
mentally sustainable Australia.”
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Watching coral reefs up close

-

Tracey Medway, one of
Australia’s recognised marine
biologists features in the spec-
tacular IMAX film Coral Reef
Adventure released in Sydney on
the 26th February.The award-
winning documentary enter-
tains and educates viewers
about the roles and states of the
globe’s reefs.

The audience is taken, in
vivid giant screen detail, on
husband and wife cinematogra-
phy team Howard and Michele
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Hall's 10-month quest across the
South Pacific’s reefs, during
which they attempted to create
a lasting cinematic record of the
reefs as they exist today, reveal-
ing both their remarkable
contribution to life on earth and
the imminent dangers they are
facing right now.

The Halls film everyday
people working to save the
reefs, and team up with scien-
tists, including Medway, search-
ing for clues about the health of
reefs and for as yet undescribed
species that are adding to
understanding about reef
dynamics.

According to Reef Check and
the United Nations’ Global Coral
Reef Monitoring Network, 10%
of the world’s reefs died in the
past four years and nearly a
quarter are suffering.

More information:
www.imax.com.au

Teaching companies sustainability

Chronos® is an
electronic tutorial
published by The
World Business
Council for
Sustainable
Development, and
is designed to help
increase business
interest in, and
action on, sustainable |
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development.

Designed in partnership
with the Cambridge University
Programme for Industry, the
tutorial aims to encourage
employees in a wide range of
companies and sectors to
reflect on personal experiences,
explore situations, and hone
problem-solving skills.

The three hour program
shows how social and environ-
mental performance creates
business value, challenges
employees to find win-win
solutions in difficult circum-
stances, tests an employee’s

ability to make the case for
sustainable development, and
bridges the gap between
personal values and corporate
action.

Chronos® conveys the
essentials of sustainability to
employees in wide range of
sectors, functions and levels of
seniority, and can be completed
in modules if necessary.

More information:
www.sdchronos.org/en/index.htm
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