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Insect migrant seen in city trees 
T h e oak leaf-miner , ano ther 
insect immigran t , has ar r ived 
in Austral ia . I t was first 
r ecorded in Canber ra du r ing 
the s u m m e r of 1975-76 after 
M r C. Naze r of t he Canbe r r a 
Ci ty Ga rdens Adminis t ra t ion 
s u b m i t t e d two adul ts t o 
D r I a n C o m m o n , a cura tor 
of the Na t iona l Insec t 
Collect ion at t h e CSIRO 
Divis ion of En tomology in 
Canber ra . 

T h e s e adults h a d been 
rea red f rom ' leaf-mines ' on 
oaks g r o w n as s t reet t rees , 
a n d a quick look at o ther 
t rees elsewhere in t he city 
revealed a heavy infestation. 

M r N a z e r t h e n m a d e a 
m o r e t h o r o u g h survey of 
Canber ra ' s o rnamen ta l t rees , 

a n d found tha t several species 
o f dec iduous a n d evergreen 
oaks were being at tacked. 
So also were ches tnu ts . 
F u r t h e r inquir ies and obser­
vations in N e w S o u t h Wales 
indicated tha t t h e t iny m o t h 
was also a t tacking trees in 
the Sydney met ropo l i t an 
area, Wol longong , 
M e n a n g l e Park , B u n d a n o o n , 
a n d Bathurs t . 

T h e oak leaf-miner, as its 
n a m e suggests , attacks t he 
leaves b y eat ing ou t t h e green 
t issue. T h e mines give the 
leaves a b lo tchy appearance , 
a n d severely at tacked ones 
t u r n b r o w n . 

A l though n e w to Austral ia , 
the m i n e r has been well 
k n o w n in N e w Zealand since 
1951. By the e n d of t he 
s u m m e r of 1953-54 it h a d 
spread over m u c h of t h e 
coun t ry a t tacking 11 genera 
in addi t ion to the oaks— 
Antarc t i c beech be ing one 
of these . T h e insect n o w 
seems to b e qui te effectively 
control led by parasi tes 
i n t roduced b y t h e DSIR. 

Biological control agents 

for t he oak leaf-miner have 
n o t been in t roduced in to 
Austral ia , yet already six 
different species of parasi t ic 
na t ive wasps have been 
rea red at t he Divis ion of 
En tomology from collections 
of m i n e d oak leaves. So , in 
t ime , this N e w Aust ra l ian 

m a y perhaps find its level 
w i thou t outs ide he lp . 

T h e oak leaf-miner, Phyllo-
norycter messaniella e s tab­
lished in Austral ia . I . F . B . 
C o m m o n . Journal of the 
Australian Entomological 
Society, 1976, 15, 4 7 1 - 3 . 


