
Flora film 
A n e w 60-minute f i lm, ' A 
C u r i o u s and D ive r se F lo ra ' , 
portrays the c o l o u r , diversity, 
and b i o l o g i c a l pecul iar i t ies 
o f Austral ia 's native plants. 

P r o d u c e d jo in t ly by CSIRO 
and the Austra l ian A c a d e m y 
o f S c i e n c e , the f i lm was 
first s h o w n at the X I I I t h 
Internat ional Botan ica l 
C o n g r e s s in Sydney last 
A u g u s t , and is particularly 
suitable for i n t roduc ing 
the con t inen t ' s vegeta t ion 
bo th to visitors f rom 
overseas and to students 
unfamil iar w i t h the w i d e 
range o f ecosys t ems and 
adaptations f o u n d i n this 
count ry . 

D r Peter Va lder o f the 
Universi ty o f Sydney, w h o 
wro te and narrated the 
commen ta ry , appears 
th roughout the f i lm, 
descr ib ing , exp la in ing , and 
demonstra t ing. 

T h e f i lm has five dist inct 
sec t ions . T h e first, 'Botany 
Bay ' (11 minu tes ) , depic ts 
s o m e o f the spec ies — 
i n c l u d i n g grasstrees, 
casuarinas, wattles, 
eucalypts , and banksias — 
that first c augh t the 
attention o f t w o botanists , 
Joseph Banks and D a n i e l 
Solander , w h e n they 
d isembarked f rom James 
C o o k ' s Endeavour in A p r i l 
1770. 
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I n the s e c o n d sec t ion , 'an 
isolated but related flora' 
(9 minu tes ) , D r Va lde r 
gu ides the aud ience to s o m e 
o f the m o s t interest ing 
plants o f the south-western 
co rne r o f Wes te rn Austral ia . 

Effect ively isolated for 
perhaps 4 0 m i l l i o n years by 
o c e a n s and deserts f rom 
reg ions w i th related plants, 
the south-west has evo lved a 
m o s t dis t inct ive flora. 

T h e vegeta t ion in m u c h o f 
Austra l ia ' s 'bush ' has to 
c o p e w i th in tense sunl ight , a 
p o o r supply o f nutrients, 
espec ia l ly phosphorus , and 
fire. ' A hard-leaved 
vegetat ion ' ( 1 O 1/2 minu tes ) 
descr ibes h o w s u c h plants as 
eucalypts and m e m b e r s o f 
the family Proteaceae 
survive. 

I n the arid interior, plants 
face an addi t ional c h a l l e n g e : 
l o w , erratic rainfall. Y e t 
rel ict pa lms and cycads 
r emind us that Central 
Austra l ia has n o t always 
been desert . ' C h a n g e and 
survival ' (16 minu tes ) 
d i scusses s o m e o f the major 
trends in the e v o l u t i o n o f 
bo th rainforest and arid 
vegeta t ion. 

T h e final part, 'distant 
c o n n e c t i o n s ' (13 1/2 minu tes ) 
exp lores the similari t ies 
be tween T a s m a n i a ' s flora 
and those o f N e w Zea land , 
S o u t h A m e r i c a , and, 
th rough foss i ls , Antarc t ica . 
T h e theory o f cont inenta l 
drift turned these similari t ies 
in to affinities. 

Prints o f the f i lm (16 m m ) 
and U-mat i c video-casset te 
c o p i e s m a y b e hired for 
$ 2 5 , and video-casset tes in 
three formats (U-mat ic , Beta, 
and V H S ) are available for 
sale to educa t iona l 
inst i tut ions at the special 
p r ice o f $160 . A set o f 60 
c o l o u r t ransparencies 
(35 m m ) is a l so o n sale for 
$28 . 

A l l orders shou ld b e 
addressed to : C S I R O F i l m 
and V i d e o Cent re , 3 1 4 
Alber t Street, East 
M e l b o u r n e , V i c . 3 0 0 2 . 
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