
In 1977 , D r D a v i d Ren tz 
arrived in Austral ia to take 
u p his n e w pos i t ion as 
Curator o f Orthoptera (the 
order o f insects con ta in ing , 
for e x a m p l e , grasshoppers 
and cr ickets) wi th in the 
CSIRO D i v i s i o n o f 
E n t o m o l o g y , Canberra. 
Shor t ly afterwards, M r T e d 
D a h m s o f the Queens l and 
M u s e u m presented h i m wi th 
a small parcel and a note 
saying 'Here ' s some th ing to 
in t roduce y o u to the 
Austral ian fauna' . 

T h e 5 -cm insect ins ide the 
parcel was so un l ike any 
he had seen before , at first 
D r Ren tz though t it was 
a c lever ly assembled fraud. 
But o n c lose r examina t ion 
he d e c i d e d that the 
extraordinary cricket- l ike 
creature — later d u b b e d the 
' C o o l o o l a mons t e r ' — was 
genu ine . 

H o w e v e r , its vestigial 
w i n g s , minu te antennae, and 
legs m o d i f i e d for d i g g i n g 
made it i ncompa t ib l e wi th 
any family o f Orthoptera 
k n o w n . 

T h e ma le insect had been 
caugh t in a 'pitfall' g round 
trap in the rainforest o f 
C o o l o o l a Na t iona l Park near 
G y m p i e , Q l d , by D r V . 
D a v i e s o f the Queens l and 
M u s e u m . 

Its d i scovery , and the 
r e c o g n i t i o n by D r Ren tz that 
it differed f rom member s 
o f all k n o w n famil ies o f the 
order Orthoptera, led to 
frantic searching for 
addit ional s p e c i m e n s . 
Eventual ly a few m o r e 
individuals — mos t ly males 

The Cooloola monster. 

This female o f the new species 
surface to be photographed. 

— were f o u n d o n Fraser 
Is land and in other coastal 
sand areas in subtropical 
southern Queens l and . 

F o r the m o s t part, the 
monsters are subterranean 
creatures in sandy, mo i s t 
so i l s . W h i l e the females 
apparently stay underground 
all their l ives , the males 
c o m e ou t o f the g round at 
night , particularly in we t 
weather. T h e y ' s tomp ' 
a round wi th a cu r ious gait, 

was brought to the 

quite unl ike that o f other 
cr icket- l ike insects . 

T h e female has an even 
m o r e bizarre appearance 
than her mate : she is totally 
wing le s s , her a b d o m e n l o o k s 
grossly inflated, and she 
has shorter and stouter l egs , 
wi th specia l ly adapted 
'spurs' for d igg ing . 

After s tudying a n u m b e r o f 
spec imens in detail, D r 
Ren tz named the insect 
Cooloola propator and 

classif ied it as a n e w family 
o n its o w n — C o o l o o l i d a e . It 
b e c a m e the first addi t ion 
to the order Orthoptera at 
the family level for 75 years. 

T h e n , in O c t o b e r 1980, 
D r G e o f f M o n t e i t h o f the 
Q u e e n s l a n d M u s e u m — w h o 
had he lped in earlier 
searches for ' C o o l o o l a 
monsters ' — was c a m p i n g 
o n the B l a c k d o w n 
Tab le l ands near D i n g o , wes t 
o f R o c k h m p t o n , Q l d . O n e 
we t even ing , h e was about to 
retire for the n igh t in his 
tent w h e n he saw an insect 
similar to C. propator, but 
m u c h smaller , ' s t o m p i n g ' 
past. 

D r Ren tz later con f i rmed 
that the smaller insect was 
indeed related to C. propator. 
Subsequent ly , he and h i s 
co l l e ag u es f rom the 
Q u e e n s l a n d M u s e u m 
co l l ec t ed and e x a m i n e d a 
further ten s p e c i m e n s f rom 
the D i n g o area. 

T h e n e w spec ies feeds o n 
l iv ing prey s u c h as insect 
larvae and, perhaps, 
ear thworms. It is 
subterranean and l ives in 
sand a long the edges o f 
creeks. D r R e n t z is 
desc r ib ing it in detail n o w , 
and has classif ied it as the 
s e c o n d m e m b e r o f the genus 
Cooloola. 
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