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I was very interested to read 
the article o n fossi l birds 
in Ecos 33 . H o w e v e r , 
any reader in the M o u n t 
G a m b i e r district w o u l d take 
e x c e p t i o n to your stating 
that the m o s t recent v o l c a n i c 
erupt ion in Australia 
occu r r ed about 8000 years 
a g o , w h e n w e take pride 
in res id ing wi th equanimi ty 
around a crater w h i c h last 
c a m e to the bo i l (literally — 
the under ly ing aquifer 
p roduced steam-ejected ash 
rather than a mass ive lava 
f l o w ) about 1410 ± 90 years 
B.P . (before present) . 

M J . Sheard in V o l . 102 (5) 
(Augus t 1978 issue) o f 
Transactions of the Royal 
Society of South Australia, pp . 
1 2 5 - 3 9 , g ives that date, and 
o n e s o m e w h a t earlier, 4 7 1 0 

± 70 years B.P. , as the t w o 
m o s t recent erupt ions o f the 
M o u n t G a m b i e r V o l c a n i c 
C o m p l e x . T h e actual 
rad iocarbon dat ing was 
reported by F e r g u s o n and 
Rafter (1957) in New Zealand 
Journal of Science and 
Technology, 38(b) , pp . 732—3, 
and supported by Blackburn 
(1966) in the Australian 
Journal of Science, 29, pp . 
5 0 - 5 2 . 
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I refer to Ecos N o . 33 , Spr ing 
1982. O n page 15, in the 
s e c o n d and third c o l u m n s , 
there appears reference to a 
p lace ca l led ' M a l a g a s ' . 

I have to say there is n o 
s u c h p lace ! I p resume (with 
tongue firmly in c h e e k ) 
that y o u refer to Madagascar , 
h o m e o f the Aepyorn i s . 
'Malagasy ' is the adjectival 
fo rm o f the n a m e and, o f 
cou r se , appears m o s t 
frequently, w h e n it does , as 
the 'Malagasy R e p u b l i c ' . 

Ecos isn ' t the o n l y o n e to 
fall into the trap. T h e W o r l d 
B o o k E n c y c l o p a e d i a go t it 
w r o n g t o o ! 
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Volcanoes and 
nouns! 




