Perth’s mysterious red Swan

qu late summer a red tide of algal blooms

san to mar the beauty of Perth’s Swan
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Perth might be unlucky enough 1o
experience a toxic bloom senious enough to
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Harvey, south of Perth. Research is tackling
the problem from several angles.,
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excessive levels of nutrients reaching the river.

Nutrient behaviour
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[3r Robert Gerritse and D Grant
Douglas (Warer Resources) are attempring ro

idennfy the trigger mechanisms causing algal

blooms and the connecnion between the

binavailabiliry of nurrients and the growth of

aleae. 1hev are also study ng the relanve
sroportions of nurnents supplied from the
bortom sediments and suspended particics
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from the b viour of fresh and salt water in

the lower reaches of the Swan,
In winter [\h-lll\' of fresh warer flows

downstream to the Swan River channel

During the low-rainfall summer months

weever, salt warer enrers the river mouth

from the sea, rravelling

kilometres inland. The dense, nutrient-nch
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Scientists cannol yet predict the likelihood of
future algal blooms in Perth's Swan river.
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thought that the increased demand for knowledge of bloom behaviour may also be
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Spreading the biodiversity message

R.-iun-wn:_mu'\ ol a dozen Commonwealth countries met in London llllllll_‘.' January to

e concept of
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I'he training program will targer people involved in extension, education or training, mainly

in the developing countries, where rwo-thirds of the earth’s biodiversiry exists. It will help them
communicate sound biodiversity principles 1o those who manage the earth’s resources, both ar a
policy-making and practical level.

Australin was represented ar the London meeting by Nicholas Alexander of CSIRO's
Communication Services, He says the participants recognised that communication and learning
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It was noted that small Farmers and Illlh:,‘_l'llﬂlh F‘rcnpic often have considerable skills in crop
VAnNety prescrvaiion and i.'l.ll]t\:_'\uill i‘l'l|l1|\'11tl.' Alexander says. The Iwokrama Rain Foress
tin

Program in Guyana was mentioned as an example. Here, 360 000 hecrares of rainke
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forest resources and biodiversity in partnership with the indigenous people
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Alexander says the meeting faced a daunting rask. If extension workers were to be tar

ted, a
general package would not suffice. It must be specilic. One communication ree hinology may not
be suitable for all groups. Plans should not be overambitious, but pracuical, Materials should also

be packaged for policy makers, so that they understand basic principles
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All participants in the meeting pledge
the development of the training program. The mecting was sponsoted by the Commonwealth
in Vancouver, Canada

Saience Council and the Commonwealth of Learning,



