rt'_[:||,' test ks for tracking
5;-0-“.:4«1 and herbicides in the
environment have the potential o
|I|.'1Fl |_P||.ll‘t‘. [ eCasysicms near
horticuloral and agricultaral areas
I'he kits, developed by a group
led by Dy John Skerrit from CSHROY s
[Mivision of Plant Industry
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hethicdes for only a few dollars a um;-lr and
takes less than 20 minutes to man i the field

Eneyme-linked immunosorbent assay is
based on the development of antibodies o
specilic pesticides. e is widely used in medical
diagnostics and is the basis of many home
Pregnancy rests

o perform a test, |i||:|1~. ol niver water arc
-I-Iuin! 1o A tube I.;'..Ia s ;l!LL|‘,L["|I with

intibodies. An enzyme reagent is added, and
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Tracking chemicals in
a matter of minutes

the tube left for 10 minutes. The tube is then

wash

d under a tap and a colour deve |.-|-. r
added. It Pestig ide 15 present, colour
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Low cost, sensitivity and speed are the
key features of the compacr Elisa kit, which
LLIFH|,‘IIi\L'\ il |'|'I|||1|II.'|I fq_'_!lu('rlt mmventary, (ost
tubes and fresh warer o wash the tubes
I'Illlllll]ll, kits ||.l1|, [1.'\'q_'l| }\|||\i\i| l.l o warer
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and agriculture consultants, for evaluation

Skernitt and his team are invesngaring
pesticides and herbicides used in the rice
:.:'l'“.ln'r_". VIl ||!“||IL' -|||L1 CItrus ||'h|||\|'||r\_ A%
well as the compounds used in the corron
industry. The Elisa kits will give a clearer
picture of how long these substances persist in
|![1.' WALCT .I||i1 ]\I"\\ I,i' rl'lL'l\ Are « ,]11|I'|I AWay
trom their pi.u: of ,l|l}\§'r\_,it|cm
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(such as ¢ |'|!ul|1\. rifos used in the rice industn

Low cost, sensitivity and speed are the key
features of the compact Elisa kit, which tracks
pesticides and herbicides in the environment.

can damage aquatic ecosvstems and some
herbicides (such as diuron in the citrus

industry) can cause damage to other crops
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the science of change

I1.||1L'1l were a prize for the longest journal

1:[|:'. i |I|I‘.'_1!I |r|.' won tl\ _‘l i";' ournal of 1ses

i techvinical ol

CCOMNIICY, COMIF NI " Py

lhe journal’s founders, however, having
|1L"i!||“l l'l.’ won llll'lr CrCariegy r]‘:\ |IL':\I ||1|||'-l'

burden, realised the need for another name of
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connotanons. | hey settled on Pramethens,
According to Greek mythology, it was

Prometheus who stole the art of mak

1 hir

from Zeus to give to mankind. Zeus, not
Lnl.l'-\ n rllr I‘l\ Ll“l.ifl'l'i\ run'\.'_ihi h!llli.lilll\..

pllllh]’\rnl Prometheus by chaining him 1o a

I FLL [ |1.|\ C l"l[hl,[ k.lgi\'ﬁ or \'I|1t||r|;'\ I]IE‘}"J'[
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his liver by day. Spontancous re

occurred by night 1o provide a fresh feast for
the birds cach morming, and so Zeus intended
l]u. process to continue for all eter ||i|_\

In the legend, technology was clearly ol

fundamenial benefit to man, and Prometheus,

although never specifically worshipped as a
I Pi

god. was popularly regarded as a bringer of
hope, the means by which unjust and
uncaring authoriry could be resisted.

Promethens the journal aims to help
reduce the uncertainty thar inevitably
accompanies rapid change induced by
technology. It provides a forum for the
diffusion of information to the communiry
and for debate conc erming (as the e

suggests) rechnological change, innovanon
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policy. Although other Australian journals
i . .

+F.il!|l.\h papcis relevant to these issues
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I'he majority of articles published in
Promethens are by Australian academics.
Orverseas scholars and CSTRO) scientsts also

contribure. Recent issues have covered such

topics as women in science in Australia; the
adoprtion of solar water heating in
Queensland; biotec hnology in Australian

agriculture; climate change; scientific fraud
and economic liberalisation. Every issue has
book reviews.

Prometheus is likely to be of interest 1o
academics, general readers and undergraduares
interested in social issues relating to science.
I‘llEll'l SErvanes l‘l'\l"[lfl‘-li‘[{' "1l|' i"{i;h_\ []]_[LLH!
and implementation in science, rechnology,
Irh!lht]'_l'. coOmmunications .][1\i consumer

welbare should also find it valuable.

The jowrnal is published twice yearly at a cose of
835 including postage in Awseralia, or 350
7.50.
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