
John l..andy love; a goud slt.lry. You 
can tell Lhis from his books. They'r~o• 
peppen!d with little mysten~ <~ctcd 

out by an array of colourful character~: 
Aus tr.ll i,l's native insects. 

N~lural history has been .1 life-long 
intci"C'I for landv, who i.sbc>,t known J~ 
.m athlete. In the. I <J:iOs he set Australi.1n 
,;nd world record~ for 150U md;cs and 
the mile and w<m Olympic ,;nd Empire 
g.1mt>S medals. 

IA11ld) 's earlk.,t memories, how
cvt•r, Jrt• no t of r1111ning r.lcl!~. At 
four. lw ~nw two large, bl,;ck-and· 
yellow-stnpL>d B.1nksia Beetil-s (Cyrin 
imperinfls) and ;; (: r,,.,< Blue FluttcrOy 
(Zi.: i11n lnbrnr1us) ;111d was enlr~nccd 
bv their shapes 011d colou,..,. His early 
ontere~t, and that o f a number of 
oilier bny:., was mrrtured by I"E ' R.:t<' 
Wilson, ,, ,,,, l·ura list and entomologis t 
who had a fine COII<!etion of insects. 
and w.1~ rcspon"ble for naming 
~vernl ~1)ecies. 

Landy and hb youthful fe llow 
naturalist:. would ride ilicir bicycles 
from the Melbourn(' suburb of Ck•n 
lri.s to the Dand.mung Ranges lo htmt 
(or b u tterfl ies. J..,ltc r th ey would 
discu ..... their fi nd~ with t> ther 
amateur t>nlomologisLS. 

In 194:'1, tht>) c.1p tured tht• rare 
Spotlt•tl Brown Butterfl y, I flol£•ronyl11f1llll 
l'"rndi'/Jihn. l..andv re turned to tht• 
Dand,•nongs reccnll) to see if the 
>p=t"' w.Js s till there. To hi~ delight, it 
w.1 ~, b 11 L in o nly one of two urigin.1l 
locillion~. Surpris ingly. the butterfly h;;d 
persi,tcd cJo,.e 10 a housin!( devel 
opment, 1 cl ~ ppJrently disappeared 
lrom ol , itr: tha t i~ relatively undis· 
turbf.'d. Conundrum,. s uc h olS these 
teed l .1ndy's cunosot v ,tbout the 
envi ronment. 

ln his two book.~- Close to Nnturr•, 1\ 
Naturnl~>l'~ Dtnry <>/ 11 Year 111 lilt• Bu,:/1, 
and A CC'nslnl Vtnry. A stud,fl uf ""'' of 
A us/ rn/ir1';.. Wi/tl,•<t 1111d Most lknutlfu/ 
Coa:o/1/,r.•- L,mdy shnres his Inte rest in 
the l.u\d~capes a nd eculvgy of 
AuslT.1ild', Otw.l~ Ranges and Upper 
Murray region~. His photograph~ 

caph~re the colou r·, ,; nd s h,;pes tho t 
'liStilon hb love of ,,ah.1re: fr·om a dew· 

John Landy, 
naturali s t 

d ropped g.low·wurm wob nt dawn, to 
insects in their mnny ptlS(•s of defence 
and attack, alliance and ~ubtcrfuge. 

Cln<r.' to Nalurr feanm.~ photographs 
taken by Landy near a fnmilr property 
in tlw ' high country' , c lose I<> lh t· 
junction of th1• Tooma and Murray 
Rlvt'rs on New South Wales. He calls 
this,, plo~(e of history ;md lcgl'nd. 

Whil~< r.,senrching Cfo,,• lt> Na ture, 
L.1ndy 1.1Iked \vith author of the 'Sliver 

Brumby' books, Elync Mitchcll. PNhaps 
sonw M her knack for s tory t<!l ll r, g 
rubbt-11 off, bt>c.luM> although he s tl·c~ 

cleM uf fictoon, his portrayal of the 
regiun and it~ 111habitants is v ivid. 
Landy's books, however, n·flecl hb love 
of in~ects. who~c adapt;;lrllll> s uch a:. 
mim1cry and c.1mouOagc he frnds much 
mon• f.1~l·inali ng than fiction. 

Prom in~cct<, o th e r 01n imals .1nd 
planb. Landy lt•arn;, mu,·h about the 
;,late of the surroundin); e nvoronment. 
All <>bscrvat ions arc acwmpn nied by 
explo111alions of the ir cn \' irnnnwnt.t l 
precur:,or:, and r.lmifications. For Lanclv, 
the squ,;bbllng of roosting cockatooo ;s 
s igni n canl bcCoHI ~(' ll hera ld s I hu 
;;pprnnching s unrh.e. He .lbll describl.'s 
inh.•rt':ohng histoncal evcnh ~uch a:. the 
Snowy River dc\l•lopment, "oulh-coJ~t 
shipwrecks. nnd the search fur fossils .11 
Dinosaur Covt• 

Lar1dy's books cxprcs~ ,m infinite 
nppr('d<llion of science and the land. He 
, tudoed .1gncultural ~cience at \lcl· 
bourne Unn ersi ty and most of his 
working life h .1~ involved agriculture, 
inc luding pl>~i tinn" nf n,;.eard; ,1nd 
development manager nf lC J', Rura l 
Di vb10 n and chairman of th(• \\ 11111 

Research t111 t l Deve lopment Corp· 
ora tion. He w~o; ,, fuund,llinn membL•r of 
ilic Land Conscrv,tbon Council, and tor 

fi\•e vea rs was a nwmber of the 
.ld \•isory bu.Hd for CSIRO's Did~ion 
l>f J>Janl lndustrv l ie b !Hi t lw 
Australian •llional ln!>l'Ct Collt'thun 
Commitle<•, .md 111 l'l84 was l'lt'Ctl-d 
,; Fellow uf the Au~tr,;li,ln Institu te 
of Agriculttrrn l Sci(•ncc. 

l..andy savs the lragolit) I'll 
Au~trali.ln ~oils- thei r SlL.<ceptibolrl) 
to woiN nnd wind t'!rosion -and the 
implications of :<pnrildic rainfall, 
ar~ now bq;inninA to be fullv 
apprecia ted bv llw ,;cneral public. 
He says f~rmcrs ,,,... incre~•ingly 
ndopting prJclices such «S mmimum 
tillage; the u:,to of grass and legume 
cultivars lrv rn A(n(.J and the 
Mcditc r rnneiln tha t '"e more 
dmugh t resi~tant and provide cover 
for long periods; ch,mgcd stockmg 
rl>gomes; and crop rotations. lie l'il)'> 

bio l u~.:r ca l rnn trol. particular!~ of 
w'-cds, is ver1• import.1nt, but is not the 
unly Jnswer 

Wherev£>r l...mdy b, he'll t., ke lh<! 
opportunity l n look for in ~ccb. And 
though he's dnne this in p le nty uf 
cuunln""'. lw t'.ll\ still be amazed by the 
inhabitant:. of ho~ own bilckyard. 

"levcral vc.~r' ago, while glancing 
ou t nf U1e kitchen window, h~ ;;pottl.'d a 
s tranger on ,, buddleia pl.mt. 'Th.ll 1' o1 

buttl•rfly rwt frum thjs .uc.1.' he :...1itl to 
his w ife, I y nuc. Sure euough, 11 h.1d 
hi tched a ridl• lo Melboume o n p.1 lms 
brought south from QuL.'(·n~lo~nd. 

' I believe I was ilie fir,t to nohct• lhr~ 
vbitor to MPibourne. the Orange Pnlm 
0Mt (CPII /t r r•ll t'S augindt•s spl'rlhlll,)' 
Landy ~ay,. 'And t\Ow i t appear~ to 
ha\ c t~tablblwtl 1tst>H po:rmanenth• in 
thh. e~ty.' 

Bryo uy Beuu ett 
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