Spectrum

Lakewatching at Tuggeranong

Fkhing for bikes and shopping rrolleys is
on the curriculum ar Canberra’s Lake
'|'ligg::r;1nr.=hg (.,'0||¢gu. Students are also
required to look for toxic algae, assist field
studies and organise an Aquafesr,

The acrivities are part of a college
program set up in 1992 ro raise awareness of
warer's importance in the environment. Twao
years on, the Lakewarch program has a list of
awards to irs credir, and has raised a good
deal more than public awareness,

Lakewarch students rake scientific
measurements of the chemistry, phy.\'ic.ﬁ' and

hiu]ug}' of Lake Tuggeranong at vanious

stations, and observe the lake's inhabiants
and local wildlife. Equipment and advice has
been contributed by the CSIRO divisions of
Water Resources, Fisheries and
Oceanography, the ACT Department of
Environment, Land and Planning and the
University of Canberra,

In February 1993, Lakewarch members
discovered and identified the toxic blue-green
algae Mrerocystis. This caused authorities 1o
close the lake for a few weeks unul the algae
subsided. The bloom reappeared in March
1994 and the students’ routine measurements
showed a correlation between the appearance
of algae and a few weeks of warm water
(25-27°C).

‘..Ill’.‘l’ mn lht' year a :iulnnr:rgr.‘d ‘.~|i1|1|'.‘[‘i'l'lg

trolley was accidentally snagged by a warer-
s.lmp]:' borcle. With ]1:'|p from the local fire
brigade, 118 trolleys, four bikes and a tree
have since been recovered.

Lakewarch coordinators Peter Costa and
Dyavid Everite say the demaonseration thar
action can be raken o improve the local
environment has fuelled communicy

enthusiasm for the program, '|'|'|1."_'.J say pul:lic
education — such as alerting people 1o the
CONSeqUences of phosphate fertiliser use — was
one of the program’s original goals.

Local businesses will rake pAart in a water
festival called Aquatest, to be held ar parkland
near the college on October 21-22. This
coincides with the eve of Nauonal Water
Week., CSIROY s Ihvision of Warer Resources
is helping to organise the evenr, which will
highlight the "universality of water in our
lives'.

Lakewarch has provided inspiration for

students in many subjects other than science.

Srudents design promorional material; inpur

results onto spreadsheets; wrire artcles;

analyse samples; construet mscruments: shoot
phoros and videos; and rake part in
exhibitions and interviews.

is that we have overcome the myth thar
environmental monitoring requires chemises

and sciennists,” Everite says. "We have

Analysing the chemistry, physics and
biology of Lake Tuggeranong is all in a
day's work for members of Lake
Tuggeranong College's Lakewatch team.

attracted a large range of students who enjoy
contributing to the wellbeing of the lake
through their own alents.

“We also hope that when people see
something positive being done about the lake
they will be encouraged not to pollute and
harm the area.”
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