Cyprinus carpio: victim or villain?

Em-. spean carp ( Cyprinus carpio) have
copped plenry of criticism in the past 20
vears. They've been blamed for muddying
warerways, destroying aquarie plants, eroding
riverbanks, spreading diseases, causing algal
blooms and outcompering nacive fish. Burare
they really guiley of such crimes?

I'he controversial species is being put on
trial tor its alleged sins during a three-year pro
ject led by Lir Jane Roberts of CSIROYs
Dinvision of Warer Resources ar Griffith and
tunded by the Murray Darling Basin
Commission, The project aims o provide a
balanced review of the carp’s history and envi-
ronmental significance in Auseralia, and o
investigate potential management strategies,

I'he commission’s funding decision follows
a forum last June (1994) artended by scien-
tists, landholders and narural resource man-
agers, |_|r;:.||1i~L'c.f ]".\' the \1llrr||r11|1h|}:n_-
Carchment Managemenr Commirree
(MCMC). The forum concluded that carp
should be given a special status with a view to
etadicate the species fram Australian water-
wavs, and members then wrote 10 tederal and
stare minisrers with demands tor action

Carp are seen as a problem by municipali-

Travelling the road to
a healthier Australia

n biblical times, people ate more
barley than any other grain. Today,
however, barley plays second fiddle to

wheat, rice and oarts, even though
barley's dietary fibre lowers
cholesterol and is thought to reduce
the risk of bowel cancer.

Bur barley may soon be making a
comeback. Because of the grain's
excellent properties, CSIRO is
working with the food industry to
help re-introduce barley into a wide
range of food such as breads,
breakfast cereals and pasta.

Information about selecting and
preparing other healthy foods, and
about ‘environmentally friendly’ ways
of producing them, is a feature of
CSIRC's new eatSmart travelling food
exhibition.

The exhibition has been put
together by CSIRO Information
Services in Melbourne and follows in
the footsteps of their Genetic

Engineering — Will Pigs Fly? display,
which visited 26 Australian
locations in 1992-93.

information about food and nutrition,
and to show consumers how CSIRC
researchers and the food industry
are working together to improve the
food we eat.

fearuring rexr, sound and video are
used to convey the exhibition's key
messages

capital cities and rural areas across
Australia in the next two years, and
will be on show at shopping centres,
science shows, science museums and
Rayal agricultural shows,

Contact: Malcolm Paterson, CSIRO
Information Services, PO Box 89 East
Melbourne, Vic. 3002, (03) 418 7341,
fox (03) 418 7439,

ties, landholders, water aurhorities, conserva-
tion groups and recreational fishers in areas of
south-zastern Australia, Roberts says. Bur
because their shenanigans are neither scienafi
cally proven nor quantified, managemeni
strategies cannot be developed. The lack of
overview also means char i is difficulr ro iden
tify information gaps and research needs.
|'u['1p]|_"\ tears about carp have iu\pi[\;d
many myths, some more ¢asily exposed than

others. For a start, the species ariginated in

Asia, not Europe. Secondly, there's a restau-
rant on the shores of Lake Alexandrina whose
popular menu contradicts the theory thar carp
are inedible, As for the car |3's capacity lor enwi-
ronmental destruction, some people see the
fish as scapegoats for the mpacts of |'|',|1II1:_'|,

river-flow conrral for irrigation and the delib-

erate clearing of aguarnc vegeration by humans.

Roberts has conducted water-tank expen
ments showing that the carp’s feeding method
— sucking up mud, sieving out food and blow
ing the silt back into the water — causes sedi-
ment to become suspended, thus undermining
aquatic plants. But the consequences of this
practice in the natural environment have yer

1o be established.
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The eatSmart exhibition will tour

Raoberts says although carp can alver the
l'h:lJ;ll\'ll‘fil'.l l("u ﬂl!‘ d Water l“'H.[}', il'l(_'_‘ mw }‘Iﬂ1l)_[-
h'\ not 1__'lli1l'.' of all they're accused of. *The
diffic lIJ!fr lies in separanng the fact from the
myth, in working out whether they are causing
or maintaining the problem,” she says. ‘For
l’\.lE'ﬁ]L‘ll', 'h'u!“;l Is lllﬂ' II]]I\' l'lL"'“-(_'i_'[r q_,liiﬂ '_[”\i
blue-green algae?’

!.II[' {'\I‘I.'I. |l'l| OuIComes l'I. [I!L’ {. ll[l' Ill
Australia projecr include the publication of
book on the history and ecology of the carp
for the general public; a rechnical overview of
the impact of carp in Australian warers and

praspects for management; and the staging of

an internatonal conference or workshop. The
technical report will include an internarional
literature review and information abour
Australian studies in progress. Roberts is also
working with aquartic [\l;: nrconsultant Geoff
Sainty to compile an oral history nl'rh.mg\.-u in
the ecology of a river by interviewing lower

Lachlan River residents,

Conact: Dy fane Roberes, CSIRCY Pivision of
Water Resowrces, Private Bag Griffich, NSW
2680, (069 60 1506, _.fn'_\' (G9) 66 Foo,

Bryony Bennett

ECO582 SUMMER 1984/85 5



