
For eNiclent alley 
farming, the mallee 
eucalypts must be 
positioned to take up 
water. yet not hamper 
other farm enterprises 
such as cropping or 
grazing. They must 
also be easy to 
harvest To achieve 
this, they are planted 
in double rows to 
form a hedge, often 
along contour banks 
where water collects. 

From WA comes the 'good oil' on trees 

Plan ring tree~ is cenr raJ tn repairing bnd 
tk-grJdation c:~mctl hy c>Vcrclearing for 

a~riculturc. \X'ithuut suHictcnr deep rooted 
vegetation. ~omc: rninblllcaks do,vn imo rhe 
groundw.ncr \y.sccm, c.w~ing w:ncr r.~hle~ ro 
n~c.·, and bringing s::1h to Jht: \Urt~u.·e. \'(l irh 
~kilful dl·sisnt rrce.s pbnred ro conrrol 
grountlw;ucr nnd prc.:vcnr .saliniry on :tl."o 
Jd1icvc erosion control anti nature 
(011.).l"f\'Oltl01l. 

btahl~lung trees, howcver, IS :1 co!;tly 
cxcrci~c. \XIhilc the: long· rcrm g;ttrt.S :tre rnnny, 

tree plaming. unlike cropping or wool 
producliun, do~n't yield j regular income.}\;;: 

a rc~u..lt, many farmers arc strug,glmg to phtnr 

cnough trct.~ m m:ake a d1ACrcnce. 
Bul what if (umcrs cuuld bavt.· thdr trees 

omd profit from them tuo? 
Researchers in We>tcrn Australia believe 

tl>cy have fottnd J w.1y eo m.tkc tl1 ;, pui>:>il>lc. 
Their >ulucion involve> f>l.lnting tree> not ju.c 
:u .LICJ)otir·mc,h;\ni)m. but a.\ a .... rop in thdr 
own righ l. 

131uq;um (E .~lolmltu) f<lr pulpwvod 
production. lil'>t tlcvdt>JXU by f.u mer> in 
WA'~ higher r;tinl~ll (above 600 111111) 
. lgricultu ral :1 rcas, hl.\ now bct:ome ~l trt-.: uop 
cntcrpri>c. But the real clullcngc i> to <:JCtend 
uec crOf' options imo the mud1 IM!;« .tnd 
drier area; of the whc'atbeh. 

t\ wiJc 1'3nge ol potential >pecics anti 
produces ha~ been evaluated for eh is purpose. 
The crop judged to h.tve the fx>t d1.tncc:s 
of success h chc ubiquirou~ m;~lkc cuc,tl)'f'l• 
and the product for which they forsce 
great potential is cucalypcu; oil. 

John 13;1ttlc. nw>.tgc• of the Vegetation 

6 ECOS 82 SUMMER I 994 95 

ancl Tr~ Planting Advisor)' ~crvicc ;u \'</A'~ 

Con~cn-:uion and Lmd ~t1:m.1gcmcm 
L)cpanmcnr (CA I M}. •ay< tree< .1ncl mher 
wnudy·planr crops nrc an obv1ous opuon for 
'radical divcr~itic.mon' on f.um~. lie S:T\'S l0(10 

of \"1/A'< l S million hecr.u~s of .>griculcm al 
land nc:cds to he revcger:ucd ju(it ro ·stabilise' 
the agnculrural sy!>rcms. 

'Dimimshmg areas .tnd :access ro nauve 

forc.m "'"'"' " the world h.L, l11ghliglne<l rhe 
opponuniry tn grow timber on F.umland,' 
13:Jnlc says. 'In comr:1sr w agnculrur:a.l 
commodinc.'\. timber price~ h:tvc hct.'n firm m 

rhc p:as' two t.lcCld~. Ukewi,c .. t wide r.111gc 

of indumral produc!S could h• produced from 
r.uml:md if the mvcslmt.!m was made m 
developing the ~t)CCIC.S, produu .. \ :mcl markers.· 

ReseJrchcr. from C:i\L~1. rlw WA 
Department of Agriculture ( DA W A) and 
l'erth\ Murdoch Un1ver>n;• are lc:rrmng all 
thcr can about niJ .. produci ng malice spcctt-.\. 
These indutle the blue malice li·nrn NSW and 
Vinuria ( £ polybmam) and rhc \V/A sub­
>pccrcs ol the E. ol•ostl group of mallecs. ll1err 
;tim is. to st:lc:u and Lrc:cc.l ~upL'rior oil­

prot.lut:ing malice !-tpcli~\ and unt.lcn.t.111d ho" 
to b<';St mnJlttg~ them on-l:um . 

Some ~0 ~pccic:.. rri:tls have been 
cscablishetl auoS> the \Vi\ whcathdt 10 test 
v;uiation iu uil yidt.l will a \pedt·!'t. ~uil1ypc :uu.l 
dimatc. DA Wi\, >Upponed by the Rural 
lndusmcs Rt>S<':Irth and Development Lurp. 
ha; built a >Jll:dlnwbilc S<ill to te>t uil yidds 
on expcrirncnml i:Ue~. 

Six centres rtpn.:~enting 1hc full r.tngc of 
soils and dimntes acrOS> the whc:ubdt have 
been sdcC!cd fot conlmer<i.tl-<ealc plaminf;. 

fhtt nim is hl develop and dcmonsn·.uc 
planring H'chnitluc..o.,. cxplnrr uce di.s-rri burion 
oprion< <nch a< all.-y f-uming and ro ,!evdop 
:m mmal le:1f cui r~~ource for m:ukeL 
clevdopmem. Ahour 1..! mrllion seedling' 
(I()()() ha) WN< pl.rmcclm wimcr 19')-i.md 
1he a1m i< eo pia m chrec million m I ')9~. Thrs 
work is supponcd by rhc Nauonal Landcarc 
!lnd Farm ForC.,lT}' progr.tms. 

F.uolypt oil is tr.l<lirionall) mc,l .... 1 
pharm.tccutiCLJ, hut .shows pmcnti:1l.15 a 
n:nural suhsru ute for mduscn:al dcgr~m:r:; and 
,nlvc.:m:o. ~uch ~b rnchlurocth.mc. 

Ahour 7 )() ()()() mnncc' of rrichlomc1hanc 
i:o. used world~widc en:r)' year. but thr: pr<x.luct 
is bdng wnhdr.~wn from use uncrn:monally 
dlllmg chc: mid 1 9~0.\ under n:gul.uiorti tu 
c.:ontro1 u1.onc: dcplcaiun. Al.conling tu Bartlc. 
some In mill ion hccrarL"S of cucalrpl) would 
be necdetl to pmducc enough o1l for dus 
markcr. 

Alon~iJc the brc.:cding aut! \dcttion 
work, the tcthnirnl and commcr.._i;&(I{•,J:tlbility 
of :~nod mdu~try in \V/A J) bemg uwcsug:.ued . 
l:wnomit anulv>i> show< that the cost of oil 
extmttiun will bt· the key fiKltlr of llldU\tl')' 
viability. Improving e.\tr3ltion tt<-hnology. J~ 
wdl "' impro•·ing the yield and oil comcm of 
maiJcc cuc.:.dypLS. Jic thc:rdOrc major rtoC;c."'a..rc. .. h 

p1iurilio. 
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