
Monumental worli. with weevils 

M<>St p..'Ople >t"-' wcc,·ils il< >l>mcthing 
tha t tnvad c cerea ls i11 the p.1n try. But 

for H2-yea r-nld ••n to mo logist Dr El" •ood 
/imm<.·nn.ln - #/munie" to ht, fn.:nds and 
t.:nlfl•ag-u<.--s lh<.'\- '-uc an end I'"' "''Ource of 
r,l'.(:lllotlhOrl l fc (mds WC('\~its "''t) lnll'n.•sting 

thJ I he <l tll :-ltlllll'' them, long pa't the ;~gt· 
wlwn m(hl pt.•up ll' wnuld have lt.'tircd.. 

' I wa,. a tt r.>t tt•d to thc >tudy u( Wt!evi l> 
J"- a young bo\' \vhen i'l unavc-rsity 
professor 'lii:I\C<tt>d to me that i( I 
'' .1ntcd ,, lifctimt' of interest I should 
• tutly wee ,·d ,. 1\nd l'vt> no t >lOpped .' 
/ imnu•ml.ln '·'Y'· 

/ immC'rm.ln '"'' been rt.''"fy il1g 
1\CCitls for(,:\ vcars He bt>g.1n 'tudying 
l'.u tiiC' island '"""Is tn 1930 for Hawaii's 
lli-hor Mu'''""'· when• ht• became 
Cttriltor <>I Fn tu tnology. H..- .> lsn worked 
with llaw,1ii's b.per imen l St.>t ion , tlw 
t l.lw,lii~'ln Su~ar Plt'Ultcr's Associc1 tion and 
thl'linll IUMh •>f IJ,nvaii. 

/il'nmt•rm.1n h.1 ... t!;\plort\d mort! than 
'iO Pacific ;,Jan•b to >tudy tht•ir f.llln.b and 
he has wrillcn ,., t,•nsively llll tiK·m. t le h.t$ 

These pictures sho w the importance of weevils. 

Top: Solvlnlo inves{ing a body of water. 

Above,; After the weevils have done their worf<. 

l:>t•comt• nm• of th .. world ' , mo,.t dis­
tm~;uishcd cn tnntnln);i!.L,, p ub Ji,J11 ng mor,;o 
lha n 225 p.1pcrs ,1nd book;. 

~or the P·"' 22 vears he ha' lt><:u~,.ed 
('n the Au,traliMt rauna. Thio; r~,uch h.l, 
culminat('d in hi' monunwntJI \'\Ork, 
i\uslrnlta/1 w,·,·plls, ~n ('tghl· \'o lume 

m onogra ph, five volunws o f which """ " 
b""" publblw.l by CSIRO. Tht• e ig ht 
vnlumc' dt•,u tbl' about 4000 of the 
10 ()(X) or"'' '1)('('11.., or Au.tr.1h.1n Wet'\'iiS. 

\Vhen Ar"lmlttlll 1'\',•••vif, i, •nmplo?ted, 
/ im merm a n wrll have p u hli,lwu more 
th.111 tOO!l!l p.1g''" or scientific ll >lnnnatiun 
and nl(lre than I I tKJU illu>-tr·atiOn' 

Since rctirin,.; fmm tht• CSIRO 011 ~ion 
of Entomol<>,.;) 12 re;~rs ago h..- wurkt>d lor 
r1<> pav as ,m honor.1ry r~e.uch fellow. H i;, 
tlcuk.1tio11 to th.: work was such th;~t he 
p.1 id t h t• p u h li :- hi t1S cosu, for the 
monograph hun,l'ff. 

'\V hen CSI KO o;.1id tht•\ d rd not h.n e 
tlw rnone) to pubh~h the boo!.,, I thought, 
I c.m 't let .tll nf th,tl work go l\1 w,,tc. So 
my wife nnd I found the mo ney to bllpport 
tlw r u blicJ tiun ,,, th~ book.-:'"' 'ay;,. 

The imporlilncc.• of Zimnwnn,ln'~ worJ... 
i' lh.>t il is fundamental for 'ludll'~ of 
biod ivcrsi ty .111d pe!>l managcntl•nt. lk furc 
he con1c nlong, thb inl llll)n ~t.· l y diverse 
insec t (nm il y w," poorl y k nown or 
documented in Au<trn lia . I h,•r.• w.b onlv 
,\ h.tndJul or identification key- .llld th~· 
''<:re of little use. 

llw m•w nl11110gr.1ph. w ith more than 
l tl 000 ill t"tr.>t inn, .111d in furm.1 linll .1bout 
tlw anatomy, di,tr ih utio n , h o:-1 p la nb, 
h.1b1b and cl.l<;"ftcallon o( llw At.-tmlian 
ww1·ils, l.1y' .1 b.1-... (or future • tudrt'S. 

Of hi; lt>n,.; .tnd '"c't"'l' career, 
Zimmcrmctn 'ilY"' thnt part or wiMl drives 
him is curiosity: the exci tement o f ,tlwnys 
b.,.ng able lo find ;,omcthing new 

'There "'" few fields of human 
(.~ndcavour th.1t l•nable a pen,on to r~c in 
the morn ing knowing th~ t 11 may be 
pt ,~ .. ible to ob~crvl• ~omc nc•w organ i~m, or 
... truc.'l u rc or funct1o n or fact nnt ob:,crvcd 
bv ~1nyonc b<•fun.•,' he .... 1ys. 

Zimmcrmtln .. ay~ that w(•l'VII' are cl 

1 cry import.> fit ,.;roup of in~-ct,, .1nd J re 
the la rgest family o f insects in Atl'tralia. 
l'hc rc a rc perh,1p~ more th .HI 100 000 
"" I'Wtic~ wo r1d widt•, Jnd they ,,r0 i\mong 
the most common insect' n( all habt tats 
c"ept the oct>an' 

Or Elwood Zimmerman 

' \Vee\'ils h.H l' imporl11nt l'' onomn 
,j~nificant:c .1, rnanv are ~l"\ t.'r\,_0 olgri­
cultur~l p<,.h.' he ,a~ s. Thc~e mcludc 
grc1ill \VC'('Vi l ~, COtton hnll \\'C'C\ 11~, \ 'oUiOUS 

~ t cm , fruit ;.nd nul WL't• v il ..... paiJn, 

"JU); .lrcane and bMH\ 11 (1 wc .. •vil ..... .1nd 

nunwrous d~fol1ato~. 

On thc otlwr h.1nd J numb..-r of wcedls 
.He e' lrenll'l)' uw(ul. For 111,1.11\l\!, the 
:-.J iv1 nia \VCeviL C ltrlobnxau:- :.tJit'llllllc! ha~ 

been h ighly sucn•s,ful in control ling tlte 
~,·nou,:o, wal\?r wc~d Snlt'iniu which w._,.,. 
d\o~ang up ".H~n' ~1vs in Au ... tralia, a he 
l <~do-l'acifi< rt');ll)n JnJ i\(r.ca The 

ml roduclion ol tlw S~tlt•i11m " '-'"' il f rom 
13 r .> t. il b y CSIRO d~~trny,•d t ill· wcctl, 
lt·.tding to hund reds or mi llion' o t clnlla r' 
ol benefit tollw .tff••tll'<l countrrc< 

Zimme-rmiln w,t-- rl'Ct,'llll) ,\,, .uded a 
>fX'\:t.11 CSIRO ~leda l for 199~ h) (SIRO'• 
fnrmer chief cXI.'Cutive. Or lohn Stockt•r, in 
hn 11u11 r uf a lifl'l imc of scrl' icc to ~cicncc. 
At lhc ccrt'rnnny Zin'lmerman l~,prCS$-ed 
hr' gratitude to the proi6."nn, J> "ell lo 
lh<• 'upport gh en b~ the CSIKO. 

' You h.n•c honoured m~..· for 01n 
,tccomplishmt.-nl l h,Jt you con~1der is il 
credi t to the (iivJ,ion, b u t 1t " tm port.1111 
that a scienti't 'hould con,idt•r that the 
,.;reo~ test rcwo1rd (or a job "·ell doni.' 'h<>tlld 
lw the opportunll)' to continue his 
rt.·...,~.lrch; ht• ..,,,id an hi:ot ,,cceptancc speech. 

t le s~ys thJI lhl' w orl. i~ , t ,ll only 
JMrllv done. and to cnsur" th,> t thnc wil l 
ht• ''"neonc to folio" in his loobtep,, 
/imm(.•rmiln and "'"" \\ afe ~re endowing a 
<cicntific po<r ti t>n fo r Ali'tr.ll t.u> Jnd 
Pnci lic wcc1•il research to be rermancn tl~ 

.1 .. <lcia led wi th the Austr~l i ~" N;~tional 

I "'~'Cl Coli~'Ct 1011. 

Ros ie Schm eddiu g 
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