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Urgent need to conserve Asian fishery 

Expc•ti!\C' t':.l.,cd hy Au-.crnlian CS IRO 
sucnt iH) .tt Sar.t,vak. M;lhty~i.,, hb kc.l tO 

•heir invulvcmcm in :1 millinn-doll.1r pn.1jcct 10 
.bsisr in rhc conscrv.n iun of :1 majur U:mgl;~d~h 
tlo,hc;:IV. 

D•v•,•m• nffi,hcrit.·~ re~··•• tf • cr'.. 1nulc;r rlw 

lc;u.Jt·r...hiJ' of tmpt<.';ll fhh cc.ologi\1 Or Su:phcn 
lll3bcr hovo formed a manogcmc111 pion 10 c><c 
chc fi~hing prC,\.,\urc on !lar.tw;•k',) unpon.uu 
rcruhol-. fi:oohcry. Now rhcy .arc becoming 

uwohc.•cl in .t pmj~u wilh 1\angladL~h·~ 
H.)hcnL~ R.t'M.'itrt.h ln~Uilllt' in :111 dhu 1 tO 

prt-scrvc that coumry'.s hu~c hiba fh)u: ry. 
I h i, Jlshery hJ> •n annual <Ca!Ch or 20() (1()0 

COI\OC.\ more dun [he c.;ntirc Aunrali3n ye.uly 

tnDI - ""cl tmplrws 2. S million flMrleo. h 

rcprcsen" .>0°11 of lOIJI 1\.uogl.•dc>h Ji,h 
pruJu(..tiun .wd i.> the muM impmt.lllt ;)inglc: 
source of protein for m;my o( Lhc <.:oumry'~ llO 

million people. 
I he hil .... t fi"h gtt.)W~ w .1hour )() 

u.·mum·m.·~ :aml1s ~mur.u lo dw houy h1c;un 
found 111 nonlll"rn Au.o,tr.tli:m w.ttCf\, D<.'~JUt<.' 

tncrLo;bcJ fLdting dTon. ~.::uthcs .ne tlc.-dinin~. 
Dcuilcd bi(llogic.tl Jnd \tuck d:tm ar~ urgc:ru lv 
rc:quircd r" d<.'vclop ~u$t:1in:1h lc nun.'lsemem 

pbn" flll tht~ fi..,hrry. 

Hf.thcr :111d tfu: {.UUir!in,lf(IJ uf IIW 

t\ustr.tli:1n Ccn1rc lur lnu.·r n:niVIIi!l Agtu . .:uhur.tl 
Rc«":lrch (ACit\R) Hshc·rb J>rogr:rrn. B:omcy 
Smith, have mcc wich Hangln.de.o;h l :i~heric.s 

ofl'lci.tl, fn o;er .111 .1~cntb !Or the duc-e-yc.u 

prok<t. to be Jun<lcd by ACit\R. 
Up to fimr ~li<.'nti~l :'!o from the CSJRO 

l)i"i.sion of Fi~hcric~ m.uinc l.thor:nori'-·> al 

<.k'Vcbnll arc likely to be nwolvcd m d u.: 

pmjL't I, a~ wdJ :l~ olll .tnrhmp«llog_iM/.'~OciOfogist 
to.•d~lrt.·..,., the 'lnun.m' ;hpct,.t t>f llw wntk. 

H:mf;l:adc.-.sh is. p.tnu,;u):u ly rclianc ou the 
h•l.sa fishery 3..~ ,) rood ~ourcc and I he rish usdf 
h rt1_:;udcd ~lmo~t & a nation:1J icon. 

'The hil~ li<h<l')' i< <uch > nujnr p.on nf S<l 

m.•ny pooplc\ t.•xiMencc 1h:u .my i111crrupdon 

or dungc tO i1 will h.tvc ~ignifi<..HH 
rcperU&~"oiUO'>,• Rl,tbcr '>•1)". (a j, ,HI iruc:gr.tf pare 
of' the economy and S<X.inllirc of millinm ol 

pcople so tt ts vn:tl that ovcrfishmg a.nd 
polltuinn .'Ire cnmrnlletl. 

Thl' fishc:f)· j., Mci~.mal , wirh ' '<c: ol m;'linly 
J,jfl vr gill llCl.!) r101ll WJdidon;lJ 1\011• 

nu.:du•,i~c.·-d woo<.l<.<:11 bo,tts. Dc)pitc grc.-;:~tcr 
d1~·ms m fi~h the area, 1h.: mcrc;a .. c 111 c;m.h ha.~ 
hecn onl) m;~q;m.ll. 

llcfo•c ,, m:au:tgcmcm str.Hl"g\" cotn lw 
ftmnul.e1cd. the sc·i~.·miq, muq ~1 utlv 1lu: hiJ..,:. 
( I nmrt/os,t i/ulw), whith b :1 spc.·dt·~ of fl ..,h that 
()CCur.s in the shallow .se:.u, enu.:mcs, coaswl 
l:1k<'"' .tn,) rivtrs nt ~<)urh .lncl \muh .. f· .. u r A.~b. 
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Most hilsa are caught 

using dr'ift or gill nets 

from traditional, 

non -mechanised 

wooden boats. The 

fishery is a.n integral 

part of the economy 

•nd soci•l life of 

millions of people in 

Bangladesh, so it is 

vital that overfishing 

and pollution are 

controlled. 

rhc Fi .. hcricll- R{'S~Irth lnsliunc IHb he-gun 

w slUd\' lhc lnl3.1s bwlogy. hm1~ con.st r:uncd 

hy bck Hf expcraisc in ~gC'ing, !'(·production .1nd 

'ttX"h. di~crimin.u ion rcchnit.lll~(. 

Also. liuk i~ known ol lhc population 
Ji"oorihution of the .)l{H.k~ in titc ''otriou.~ rivet:.. 
t'."olU:UiC"o ;md llC;Lr-.lwrt.: w;ucrs. Or oft he ba.'>IC 
b1oloro~ ot' the ~pccic.s in rd:nion 10 r.1cturs such 

.1.s SIMwnins;. migr.1Tion and abundance. 
'\'(!(""have h£"t'll <.nuying uul cmn prchcn.,ivc,• 

n.·~l"'.m .. h un 1ht.• '>cry tl• •..,dy rcl:u<.·d Tt:mhok 

( l'rmut!ouJ roli) 111 ~ar:awa.k.' lllaber S:J.)'"· · I he 
knmvk"<l&t: [:-1int.'il d11ring thi~ proj(:Ct. rn~~ther 

wi1h tlw expertise :md cquipmrm available ne 
rhc C~ l J(t) Cleveland L:obowon.s. pl.oce< u< in 
:tn ltle.:al posit inn U) .1<~iu wirh rt~~uch irH(l the 

hilso in lhnghde,h. 

l}anc;bdc>h ha> given rhc high<>! prioruy '" 
the J,i(};"J ptO}ctt. whic..h wrllnwolvc: 

idc:mifylug diffcrc:m hil!.;a ~hJck..~: 
• idcmif)•ing ~pawning and nursl~J)' gmunth: 

• :l'i.:Ses$ing che ciTl-cls ol d1angi••g l'hy~icotl r..tewn.. 
JHilhuiml :u1d c;uvironnu•tt1:'11 tlrangc: on hil~1; 

Mudic.., Hfjuvcnilc- hil).~l; 

-.casonal rmgradon ami abuncbnce; 
di<"t srudi~'; 



• ~10 nonunuc. Mmltcs o( lhC hiJg fishery 
. ulc.l 11\ fX'llplt·~ .uut 

• clu: deliuumu .wd unplc,·mcm.uinu of.a 
man.1~cmcru pl.tu fur the lul~ fi!lhcry. 

1\bhcr t.l)'' 1 hr .t m:magcmcm plan will be 

forrnul.u~d tluring lhc fin.tl ph.a~c:~ of du.: 
pro;t•t;t. lt wall dr.tw on t·hc results. the local 
lmuwf<·dgt· nf clw Pi,llcait·~ Research ltHil iHHc 

:mc.lt hl· C..'SJH.'It\'ll\C ,.,- C'\IRO fiw11 Ollu.·• 

rCf;IOih. 

1-bn,ttbdc .. h wtlllx·ncfil from I he lr.lintng or 
loc:.l (Citrui\li. in l«hnique.( for 1h~ conrinuM 

provi\ion of ~icnlifk in(()rm.uion on rhc 

fishcf)·. >nJ IU<JIJ><"f'lc wiiii..-Jrn aboUI the 
unponJnc.c o( m . .m.agmg hii.).J un :a )U)t.:tin .. hk 

b.ua~. lkndib to /\u>tr.tli;an roc:arc.h \\ill ~omc 

frcun .ad\..&11\.0 111 Kit:nJific knuwlcdgc uf th<.'" 
( ]upcui.Jc (herring family). many of wludl M< 

unpnrr.tm 111 1hc ~oUJh Pacific and Ast.IO 

rtt.imt\. Adv.nu.t·c.l ,tgeing. rcproduuivt• .tnd 
.. hcmh.,,l .u1.1 ly~c,) tcchni<lut~ will .tho ht• (unht•r 
dcvdup·,:d du•l••g tht· pi'Ojc,t. 

Bl.thcr ~.Jy) sc:c1urios such a.s •he 13an~l,,dl·,h 

l'X.Hnplr .tu• nm uncommon in cqu.uorial I hin.l 
\'(fm ld liHIIHtic.·).l\ l:lny .trro O\cr4 popul.ttnl.md 
l'Strcmc pu .. ·,,uu: h.t.' lx."t·n 1>bccd on mari11e 
r~>urc.:C" \tmply to ft-cd the people. 

In tht~ dn.-doptng. countno. the rn;un 
COI'K(m h.li- h«n pro,·iding food sourc~. r.uhcr 

chj_n u·u~.~i,lcring con~n.-.uion pucrk~· he i.l'fi, 

I fn,,·C\·c:r • ..t..< Wt" now r~l.IL~. fish 4iupplu.'\ .rrc 
nut limitlc» M.;uugt-mcnr pbn<- .uc C\\Cf\11.11 . 

Bl.ab..·r'). prt"'iou> MJI.l)''loi.ln c-'\pcri~n'l" fu, 
u:)uln:J 111 Gv,cnuncnc nw'(;' co '·'' C' tlw 
I crubok r.,h<ry by J<tbring J>rUie<!<d •""·"· 

1\cL:.IIISC of overwhelming drm:md, tltt• l'l·rtthnk 
f'k'lpui.Hk~n had heen f:t!>l' dimi ni~hinf, when the 
Covt'tnlllcnt sought C:.:.S IRO ;t~-;i,c:tncc i tl 1'-)lJ.!. 
The IC\t';trdt in MaJay)ia i~ t:ominuing 

(iwr.mc Or Suphm Bl<~brr, CS/HO 01t'mnn 
of!-isl,..riN, 1'0 &x 120, ClnA,uul, f)ld 1/(d, 
(Q'} 186 8.!.!2.fzx (0-} 18615111 
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