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P
oor ware • qualicy ,1 1H I .l l.lck of managcm...:nt 
coord ln <llHln .~re IH f~hllt;luetl 111 Ch.1p1cr 8 of 
Aus"alitt' Stmt" ojthr Fm•tronmrut 1996 as key is~u~ 

.afTccuns Austr;~lia ' rnaranc Jru.J co.a.nal region~. Soil 
(fOsion. ft!rtih~r U~('. mtrn~rvt Jrum;a.l produclion and 

><"age and o1hcr urbJn •nd industrial disch3rge< h>,·e 
incrca.cd nutrient Jnd ...:dimcnt le-ell in mJny b->)'< and 
ana.:ancs. lh~ rcpon '"'> 'h 

lnren'c pollunon rr~ulung from lmrn.m activitil"l- i-> 
dc:grat.iing ct).t\t.ll h.th l t.ll\ 11u.ludtn~ ~.a lrm ardtt·~. 
nMngro"c) and tc:rnJX·r.uc ,c,lgr.l~\ bt-d~. parucul.ulr nc.u 
nl.lJo• popul.uion ~erurc:). Au!ll'.ali.ts cor:LI red~ ar~ ~dso 
<'xpo~ed to ... igulfiL.allt pn .. ·uui C.'t. Od1<·r ~ign~ v i 
dctcrior:uion mdutll~ dw ri,ing im.idc:m.c.: of .tl,g.•l bloonl~. 
an 1ncrca~tng number of nuroduccd spcc tcs and a 
rtduction in fr.;h s;tock,, 

Each year, Au\rr:ali.t'\ \C\\'Cr.tgt.· 'YStcm.; tlisc;_h:atgc 
JOOUt 10 000 tonne< or pho<phoru< and lOO 000 IOIUil'j 

oi nirrog~n. much of wh1ch enl('r~ 1ht- '\iea. Bur e,·en 
~rca1cr qu.Uitic. of nutriem< lpo-siblv 115"o) con~e frnn~ 

Lists and treaties 
HAVE you ever wondered how many 1ntcmauonal treat•cs relat•ng to the 
envU"onmcnt. conservat•on and hentage Austrah~ IS party to? Well, 1f you"d 
hke to count them l•Y Appendix I of Ausrroi~<J. Srore of the Envrronmenc 
/996. 

Mo• c thJn 60 multilateral and bilateral treat•cs arc listed •n the appendix, 
dat1ng l>dck to the 1924 lntemat•onal Agreement for the Creation at Pans of 
an lntemat1onal Office for Deal1ng wrth Contag•ous D1seases of An1mals. 

Other treaues cover top1cs such as whal•ng. plant protection, cultural 
property. Ant.li'CliC.I. nuclear weapons tcst•ng. space expiOfiltJOn. ool 
pollut•on, wetlands. ozone depletion. fishencs. chm.ne change and hazardous 
waste. 

Appendix 2 of the report liSts plant ,1nd anomal spcc•es 1n Austral1a whoch 
are recogOIScd 1n the Commonwealth·s End.1ngered SpeCies Protection Act 
1992 (Schedule I). and those be1ng cons1dcred for hstong ~s endangered. 
vulncrdblc. or presumed •nst1nct. The report also conta1ns a subJect ondex. an 
exccut•vc summary. a list of acronymns and a comprehens1ve glossary. 
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difhl\c \...uduncnt ~uull.C) which .uc Jifii~o.ult tu H:~ul.uc. 

Rci\\CCI1 r• •• lm llc.och .md CronuiiJ in Syd•wy. 2011 l•rgc 
lii.fOIIll\\.tlrl omlc:r;;. d1~h:ugc warer cont.tmmg lu~h IC"vc:h. 
ot ltOIIut~HU) \Uth J5 )Cdin1eru.s. baut.·ru. nuut('Ut\, u.u.c 

mcul' JruJ urg.amt: t:heanicaJ~~ 
\c1r-nu~h c~um.ue rh:u~ in Qu~nd.tnd. th(' antounh 

of <cdm•cnt. notrogcn .>nd phosphoru< entcnnl\ rhc <c.l 
<.tlh )<.tr hJ'< in<rc.l>OO three to ll,cfold since I urupcJn 
~culcnH:IU, The riven ot Quccn.)l.uaJ\ c.l\t \.O.l)l 

..:~u(.;hmctH\ .arc csurn:ued ro del,n~r Jhouc I tt mill ton 

tOIHl("' ni '<'t.liment to ('~tu.ui._'S :1nd co.l,t.ll m.umc w.u('r"O 
Jl111\l.lll)'. 

i\ p.Hticul,odr ><rio<~s problem i> the l<h> o l ;c.•~r·"' 
hcd,, wioh 11l0t< tloJn 1600 square kilonlctrc' (.obmu .\% 
n( clu• H>1.1l known arc::a of AuMralbn \c.tgr.l,,) loM in 

ooconr dn.•dc> around the coa<r. 1\luch nf '"" lo" " 
aunhutl'd to Jluot..h and tydono and lutm.tn t.h.mgc.*\ )uth 

.;~, rlc\'JU:d nuuicn1 lc\•ch, run · off. drcd{tlltg ;and 
r«I.Jm.lunn 

Se~~:r~ss bed< Jre critical habitJt~ for turtles Jnd 
du~un~ •. b ''ell J) bd ng impottJ.Ot nur,Ct) .uc.h for 
t.umm..:rc..i.&l o~ud ret.rc."';:Uion.II fi.)ht:rie). l'ro"pct.t\ fur 

rcco\·ct)' .1rc poor .u rhcrc as no record of tcmpcr.ue 
~·Jgt.1\.\ tl'lO\l'fltlg 011 rt:.l~on-;:~ble rim~.--.1<.~. 

""I he m.1rtnc cnviruruncnt i~ abo thrc.uenl'd h\• .11~.11 
hloorn.; :and i111roduccd species. ,\nnu:tl hlonm\ 011 the 

Pon Rt vc.•r J·,mary. near Adel:t1dl'. h:wc po•.,ont"d mu~;~cl~ 
.u od m,111h•e bluc-grce01 !>loom< in Wc<tern t\u<tr.l li.l '< 
l'ed-11.11'"<)' "''"·11) .oAc<t fish and crab I>Opul.nion\. 

t\t le'"' ~5 <pcucs of fish and 111\Cllehi.He<, plu1 
\C'Vt•r.tl \c.~wccd' have bcrn uuroduccd. c.-idtcr antcnuonJII\' 
for .1qu•cuhure nr •ccidenully on <hor>; h.all>lt w.r<r nr 
encrusted on thcor hulls. roxic mArine .1I~;Je thre>rcn 
fi.)hcric, in VicturiJ .and T asm;~ni3. and <onc.:crn j, ~ro'' ins 
.JC chc 'iJft'oU.I uf thC' Northern r.u.ifi(. .\CJ..)t.u • .l ll.&urJ 10 

K .lllnr .md .1halone fi>herics. aqtuculturc f.rm< •nd 
m.Hulc lofc on general. t\ nacion.1l Ccnrrc for Rc...-.u.h on 
lntrudutcd 1\l:ttine l't">t5 has been t"Siabli\hl"(l .ot C\IRO > 

i\l:lrinc Lalmr.uorio in Hobart to rc\L'i.trch e:1rl)' w.trn111g 

rook brucr prcdi crion , 1mrroved conrrol m(thod~; .tnd 
eA.cctivc li>Sessmcnt of risk and CO>t>. 

Ovct"·c•ploiwion Ius put >cvcral li>h >pc<i<> .u 1 iok, 



rnlucin~t br."Cdin~t >t<><k to d~ngcrously lo" levd~ !lpc-eoc' 
•ffcucd indudc rhc >outhcrn blud1n run.r, c><rcrn 
gcmfi>h. ur~n~:c rou!(h) and coral trout Regional 
population> of lo~tgcrhc~d turtle$ uc thrcatcne<l and 
bJ.rr.amundi ~to~k, in northern Australia .tre '<Cnou<lv 
dcplcrcd. 

i\lrhou~th Au>tr.rlia h.b ;I large number of nurinc 
prore<tcd .ore,&>. (more rhan 300 in 1992) mosr of rho<c in 
the 'omhcru .oml "·''' ""' h.olf of the t"Ontincnt .>re <m.oll 
aud 111 .any environmciH.) .uh .. l bioregions .lrt noc adequ.ut.\l)r 
rcprc>cnrc<L Thi> i>>uC is bei ng ;rddrcsscd 1111der the 
rwion.rl Occ.rn llc>euc 2000 program. 

Amtmlin: St<~lr of thr £1wiromnrnt I 996 report< rh>t 
;m incn:.uin~ JWJrcnC'\~ of chc prcs:.urc:.> on our c~w.ulc~ 

~nd '""" h•• r<>ult,..J in • JJngc of managcmcnr rc<pon'r< 
ro I""'""'· <onuin and reduce dcg1.1darion lhu rhc 
nw••gcmetlt of our m•rine .nd co.rstal sptem <ull bek< 
•n intcgwnJ •n.J <OOrdinatcd fi-.•mcwork built on a <et or 
«o~y~ccm-bJ\cJ goJh and cnvironmcncJI ~rform;~nct" 
indiwton. 

'Aturr from the Great Barrier Red /'.brine l'.1rk 
Authoriry, no .•gcncy is rosponsiblc for ma11aging the 
111arinc cnvi1onmcm on such a basis,' thC' report "'·'Y'· '\Y/t· 
do noc h.ovc the long-term research and nH>IIot'OII ng to 
provide inlorm.uion J.t a tutional lt'vd. nnd re(C'~trC"h nnd 

managcmcm .re yet to be full)' rnrcsr>ted .., • ba>i> for 
)U)t.tin.lble use of coasfaland m;mnc rc~urccs. ' 

The rcpon call for ~~~ onregrarcd approach to 
IIUO,l!)CilH;nt which C'll(Onlp:'I<..<C< the Chain of CVCJlL\ fr0111 

l.lnd us<: in c~uchmcnt'\ rh rough t<' the cu;a~t.al tone [0 

l.tcklc se-rious environmen1.:11 problem~ f l'<_)ll1 inland w ;1[crs 

to the >C'l. 

0>t1'·'1M& of 
spec es such .s 
gem' sh 1lld tile 

SOUL""'"~ I 
tw reeuted brc«< 

noel: to dlnze""" 
ov. le-.-ets •n 
Austral V\ .,..'GtN'I 

Two fish, one fish Annual catch of southern bluelin tuna 

OVER-EXPLOIT A llON or some or Austral•l's most tmportant commeroal fish 
spec1es hJs reduced breed1ng stocks to dangerously low levels. Management 
rc~pon~es ,tomed at addressong these declines arc outl1ned on Chapter 8 of Auwalta. 
Swte of the Envtronmenr 1996. 

Barramund1 stocks 1n northern Austral1a. arc scnou~ly depleted. Theor numbers 
arc hoghly vanable and ap~ar to be strongly 1r10ucnced by the amount of o<un on the 
wet season. [nvcronmental Factors such as these are bc1ng accounted for on 
management str~tegoes. 

In the Notthem Territory. commercoal barramundt fishong has been drastically 
reduced undeo a scheme where fishers arc charged d levy to compensate those 
teav1ng the fishery For recreational fishers, the !Jme allowed for fishing rs controlled 
.1nd bag hm1ts have been sel In Queensland. protec:ttOn str~teg1es have tncluded 
closed ~asons, srze l1mrts, hmtted locensmg. ge.1r restnctoons. and education to 
tncrcase pubhc awareness. 

Past uncontrolled foshong of the southern bluefon tuna 1s estJmated to have 
reduced breeding stock to less than I 0% of the ongonal. Catch controls over the 
past 20 years have been used 1n efforu to oncrcasc brcedong stock to early 1980s 
levels. but 1t IS hard to tell whether thos slowly matunng specoes 1s recovenng. A 
cooperattve approach to managong the soulhcm bk1efin fishery between 
AustrJha. jap.tn .tnd New Zealand has been rormal1scd wrt.h the Convent1on for 
the Conseovat10n of Southem Bluefin Tuna 

The b1omass of the adult populatton of e.ostern gem fish os at a dangerously 
low level and the total allowable catch has been set at zero s1nce 1993. However, 
about 267 tonnes on 1993 and 134 tonnes on 1994 were wen as by-catch dunng 
fishtng for otner spec1es. 

Fishtng of orange roughy began on the mod 1980s. Citches rapidly tncreased 
each year untJI 1990. when 44 000 tonnes were t.lken 1n the south east trawl 
fishery. Research ondtC.!ted that the breed1ng stock had been reduced to 30% of 
Its ong1nal level Authontoes are act1ng to reduce the catch to a target of 3 500 
tonnes foo 1998 and beyond, tn an effort to ma1nldtn the sp,twnong stock at the 
present level. 
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