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coordination are highlighred in Chaprer 8 of

te af the Enperarment 1996 as kev issues
atfecting Australia’ s marnine and coastal reglLons. Soil
erosion, fertiliser use, intensive animal producnion and
SCW .!'::L' .‘Hll.t -||.|'|L.' Llr;.'|I|| l‘-'.ti i|1\+||\-rf:.|| |i|'\-|. h.'-!':_'-\" l”.i'.l.
increased nutrient and sediment levels in many bays and
estuaries, the report says,

Intense !1IPIIIIlIlI]] resulning from human activities is
degrading coastal habitars including saltmarshes,

mangroves and temperate seagrass beds, parnicularly near

major population centres. Australia’s coral reefs are also
r\i‘llm.\' ti 'wi]'.lll-lll.lil.l pressures. Ovcher sgns ol
derenoration include the TISIOE 10 idence ol .IIJ.:-I| blooms,
an increasing number of introduced species and a
reduction in lish stocks
1
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ibour 10 000 ronnes ol ilhu-.phuru\ and 100 000 ronnes

of nitrogen, much of which enters the sea. Bur even

greater q'.i.t||r|.t of nutrecnts ]\--~-=M\ 85%) come trom

Lists and treaties

dered how many

i, conservation and heritage Australia is party to! Well, |

like to count them try Appendix | of Australia: State of the Enviror

| WS

More than 60 mult d bilateral treaties are listed in the

ional Agreement for the Creat

 Contapious Diseases o

nrnomaealth’

i those being ¢ wved for listing as endar

1gered,

vulnerable, or presum stinct. The report also contains a -t index, an

executive summary, a hst of acronymns and a comprehensive

SSary.
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Berween Palm Beach and Crom

stormwater outlers discharee warer contaming high levels
of pollutants such as sediments, bacteria, nutrients, trice
metals and organic chenmucals

Scientists estimate thar, in Queensland, the amount

of sediment, nitrogen and phsuphwru. entering the sea

cach vear have increased three 1o hivetold since Europcan
settlement. The rivers ol l‘_'u,.L:n!,Hni ¥ cast coasi
catchments are esumated to deliver about 14 million
tonnes of sediment wo estuaries and coastal marine waters
.|r|.n|.|.:||_|.
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beds, with more than 1600 SgjLLtre kilometres (about 3%
of the total known area of Australian scagrass) lost in
recent decades around the coast, Much of this loss s
wtributed o ||Ll|H_i-. .|HL|_ .._\.'\_|=1n:._--. ,||1||, ",[||||_g|| i |':,|n!'.'x such

A5 l::".l1||l nuirient levels,. r i

oft, dredging ar
reclamanon

Scagrass beds are critical habitacs for rurdes and

dugong, as well as being important nursery arcas for

| ]
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recovery are poor as there 15 no record ol temperate

(1Y |('.I‘||I“.Ill|i' RIS .Iil.'\
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I'he marine environment 15 also threatened by algal
blooms and incroduced species. Annual blooms on the

Pare River Estuary, near Adelaide, have poisoned mussels

and massive blue-green blooms in Western Australia’s

Peel-Harvey estuary affect fish and crab populations

At least 55 species ol fish and invertebrates, lus

several seaweeds have been inroduced, cither intentionalls

tor aquaculture or accidentally in ships’ ballasr warter or
cncrusied on their hulls., Toxic marine algae threaten

IJ\Fr'.rI;x (] \ i\.EL'II.I .Illll ].t\l‘.'l_llll_l .IIIJ CONCCIN 18 growing

e spread of the Northern Pacific seastar, a hazard o
I

scallop and abalone fisheries, agquaculture farms and

marine hife in general. A natonal Cenrre for Rescarch in
Introduced Marine Pests has been established ar CSIRO's
Marine Laboratories in Hobart to research early warning
tools, betrer prediction, impraved control methods and

ettective assessment of risk and costs.

Over-exploitation has put several fish species ac risk,



Iullhllll; |.'Iu.lllll;'_ \lug_l\ [ Lid]I:L':nuxh Inu |&\;]\ \Pu 1cs
affected include the southern bluefin tuna, castern

gCr .|\II. I-Fl.lhll'_\.' lell':_'\Jl\ .E.':Lt l_iFr.ll [trout

Regional
populations of loggerhead wardes are threatened and
barramundi stocks in northern Australia are seriously

de }'ill\tl.

Although Australia has a large number of marine

protected areas, (more than 300 in 1992) most of those in

the southern and eastern half of the continent are small

and many environments and bioregions are nor adequarely
represented, This issue is being addressed under the
national Ocean Rescue 2000 program.

Australia: Stave of the Environment 199G reports that

AN INK FL.1"11'IF'_ Awarencss of iht.' ]‘ll."\\HH.'\ On Our CRIUAncs

and seas has resulted in a range of management responses
to prevent, contain and reduce degradation. Bur the
management of our marine and coastal system sull lacks
an integrated and coordinated framework built on a ser of
ceosystem-based goals and environmental performance
indicators.

Apart from the Great Barrier Reel Marine Park
Authority, no agency is responsible for managing the

marine environment on such a basis,” the reporr says. "We

l|.|ll not nave liiL ||1II}L-[L'I':I! dL'\L'.lI.'L‘h and rlll'lltllrllIHF', (L8]

provide information at a national level, and research and

Two fish, one fish

OVER-

YPLOITATION of some of Australia's mi

nmed at

PESDONSEes

e of the Env

mnmernt | 994

Bamramundi stocks in northern Australia, are senously deplet
are highly vanable and appear to be strongly influenced by the amount of rain in the

wet season, Environmental factors such as these are being accounted for in

management strategies

In the Northem Termtory, commercial barramundi fish

reduced under a scheme where fishers are

leaving the fishery. |

crre limite |
1 Fas L Wi,

ason

crease public awareness

controlled hr

reduced breeding stock to less than 0% of the onginal. C

ped a levy 1O compensate those
recreational fishers, the time allow
/e been set. In Queensiand, protection stratepes h

SINg, gear restrnctions,

C
rs have been used in efforts to increase breeding stock to early |980s

management are vet 1o be fully integrared as a basis for
sustainable use of coastal and marine resources.

he repore call for an integrated approach to
management which encompasses the chain of events from
land use in catchmenrs through to the coastal zone o
tackle serious environmenral problems from inland warers

1o the sea.

Annual catch of southern bluefin tuna
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