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Our boomerangs
did come back!

THANK YOU to all the Ecos readers who
completed and returned Lhe
‘boomerang’ cards enclosed in the
winter issue. The cards sought your
reasons for subscribing to Ecos, an
assessment of its value, and ideas for
improving its style and content.

The boomerangs came back from
readers in a wide range of professions:
academics, teachers, engineers
scientists, librarians, conservationists,
town planners and farmers, from
secondary and tertiary students, fram
familles, and from people with a
personal interest in environmental
research, Most relayed a positive
message, with readers finding the
magazine relevant, diverse, interesting,
informative, and, above all, a reliable
reference.

Opinion was divided about the
magazine's layout and level of
‘technicality’. Some readers felt articles
at times were too long and technical;
others asked for more ‘well-explained”
science and mathematics. And while
many readers enjoyed the presentation
style, photographs and diagrams,
others felt there were too many
photographs, and too much colour,

Other suggestions included the need
lo promole Ecos more widely, and to
produce a simplified version for
politicians! A question-and-answer
S[‘I_’Jr‘l’l(‘l'lt. maore short news i , IMore
articles on topics relevant to tertiary-
entry studies, and more issues per year,
were also recommended.

As you will see in this issue, we have
introduced a brief summary box,
including keywords, at the end of
longer articles. Several readers
suggested this would enhance the
magazine. All other constructive
comments have been noted, as has an
extensive list of subject ideas for future
articles. These range from sustainable
energy and astronomy Lo pesl species
management, global warming and rural
innovations. We will attempt Lo respond
to these ideas in future Ecos editions.
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